Kate sees the funny side of motherhood

ost of us, when we think back about our mothers
Mon Mother’s Day, will remember her as a home-

maker, a teacher, or something fairly “normal.”
But I doubt any of us remember our mothers doing stand-
up.

PKatc Davis bills herself as the “only working mother
comic in Canada.” Her comedy routines deal with the day-
to-day humour that can be found in being a wife and work-
ing mother in the year 2002.

“I talk about not being a usual mom, not being able to

and said, "Okay, you got eight minutes.” That was double
the usual four each act was allowed, and Davis said it
forced her to think on her feet.

We went to the Science Centre once and some guy was talking
about minerals, and he asked the kids what salt was for. One kid
said his mother cooked with it, another said her dad put it on the
sidewalk so we don't slip. My kids then scream out "TEQUILA!N

Davis has been performing comedy for the last four to
five years — even through her latest pregnancy — Mattie did
at least a hundred shows with me i my tuminry. [ thought she

cook,” she said in a quick interview before
leaving for a tour of comedy clubs out
west. “Some of it's true, some of it's not.”

By Bill MacLean .‘i i !

was going lo come out going “So, what's
happening? Where's my mike? Is this
thing on?"” - with the generous support

My husband was awey and [ had no money fo put under the
pillow as the Tooth Fairy. We had been idiots cause when he lost
his first tooth we were so excited we gave him five bucks - not
realizing that they had 25 teeth each. All I conld come up with
was a buck-87. My son woke up the next norning and said there
was o tooth fairy. [ asked him why he thought that, didn't he
leave you any money? And he said ‘e left a buck-87 — and that
was exactly what I had in my piggy bank." I was caught. [ stole
mioney from my kids!

Davis grew up in Toronto, but left at 17 to study acting in
England. When she returned, she spent a couple of years
doing theatre in and around Toronto. Then she dropped out
to get married and raise a family. It was while living in
Thornhill, north of the city, that the comedy bug bit.

“I lived around the corner from a place called the
Comedywood in Thornhill,” she explained. “I had started
writing — being home with the two young kids 1 found
everything was funny at that point. [ looked at their ama-
teur night, and all [ thought to myself was ‘[ could do that'.
I went back the next week and I did it.” From there she con-
tacted Yuk Yuk's, the legendary proving grounds for
comics jn Canada, and was on their stage the following
week.

"It took me another two and a half years to get off ama-
teur night,” she said as a way of explaining how hard it is
for comics to make a living in this country. But Yuk Yuk's
owner, Mark Breslin, who has launched the careers of many
of this country’s top comic talent, has been very supportive
of Davis. She recalled how one night. someone. had can-
celled their spot in the line-up and Breslin turned to her

of her husband of 13 years, Cleve Jones, and her three chil-
dren. I couldn’t do it without Cleve,” she said.

I have two child seats in the back of my car, and guys still try
to pick me up at stop lights. And I'll be on the subway alone and
ne one will look at me, but lake my three-year-old along, and
three guys try to pick me up — with the baby!

In between the jokes, Davis talked about the craft of com-
edy. “With stand-up, it's just about getting up and trying
it,” she said. “And learning how to write a joke.” She said

that can be the most difficult part. “In Toronto, there are so

many open mikes where you can go and try things out. It's
a great environment with no risk involved.

"1 find that stuff comes to me in waves of creativity,” she
said. Davis said that to remember her ideas, she carries a
small tape recorder around. Then later, when she can find
the time, she will transfer all the bits to her computer and
organize it.

When I asked her if she ever bombed on ::hge she
jumped on it. “All the ime! All the Hme!” she cried. “Not
so much anymore, T have leamed to read an audience pret-
ty well. But that comes from a lot of bombing.”

The first time I got to deo a half-hour middle spot I was opening
for Derck Edwnrds in Barrie. I did my whole set in just 15 min-
utes. Then I spent the vest of the time telling everyone I was
sorry, I know I sicked, but you'll really love Derck. And there’s
Derek backstage thinking “I can't believe this woman is opening
for me.

Fad she ever done lmprmr? ‘Improv is a muscle,” Davis
said. “When 1 first started tand 1 used to get heckled, I'd
always think of the comeback in the car on my way home.

"

Now I find that muscle has been worked enough so [ can
generally put them in their place.”

When there's no laughter 1 say to the andience I love the
silence I get onstage. I have three kids at home, and this is the
only place I can get some peace and quiet.” .

And nerves. “I used to get really, really nervous,” she
remembers. “If | was doing a Friday night at Yuk Yuk's, I'd
be nervous from the time [ woke up in the morning. But
comedy works best when you're relaxed. It took me a year
after I turned pro before I could take the mike out of the
stand because | was shaking so much. Now, though, I feel
like a race horse waiting to get out of the paddock.”

Davis divides her longer act into two sections; the first
deals with her children, “how they embarrass me, how |
embarrass them.”

My husband and son went to a Leafs game and Mike Harris
was there with his posse, and everyone was going up to him for
antographs, and my son said loudly, "Doesn’t Mommy make fun

of that guy?”

My kids sometimes have to wake me up “Mommy, Monmy,
take us lo school.” I'm sad because winter's over. Now I can’t just
pull my big overcoat over my pyjamas. Now they're “Mommy,
put your clothes on!”

The second part of the show is. about the challenges of
trying to be a wife and lover amidst the chaos of three kids
and a night job. Some of the jokes can get raunchy, she
explained, but she tailors her material to the audience she’s
performing before, “Although when [ do a nursing home, 1
find the older folks love the dirtier bits. They’ve been there
before, and know what I'm talking about.”

I ontce had to run into the drug store to get tampons and when
I came out there wns a guy giving me a ticket. Thirty seconds [
was in there! [ was so angry [ threw the tampons at him. ‘Do yon
kiiow wiat these are?” I yelled. He was horrified.

Davis is taking her act on the road during this Mother’s
Day period. She left April 25 for a weekend gig in Prince
George, B.C. From there it's May 2-4 at Yuk Yuk’s in
Edmonton, and May 8-11 at the Calgary club. She’ll be in
the air on Mother’s Day itself, flying home to prepare for a
headline week at the main Yuk Yuk’s on Eglinton Avenue
May 16-19. After that it's the Alt.com Comedy Lounge at
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the Rivoli May 20, a benefit for Casey House with Laughing
Matters at the Bluma Appel Theatre on May 23, and then
t's off to Niagara Falls. It's a busy life.
At one point Mike Harris said he was taking money away from
single moms and pregnant women because they were just using it
as beer money. I thought if he had to take care of my kids for a

week he'd be doubling my beer money.

“I just take it one day at a time,” she said. “I'm just so
grateful to have enough work that I don’t have to work a
day job. It's the best Mom-job on the planet. I get to hang
out with my kids all day, then I go out at night and tell

jokes.”

* My kids know I'm crazy. They just take me with a grain of salt.
I love putting them to bed. “Go to sleep. Mommy's goirig to the
living room now to eat candy and play Nintendo.”

If you'd like to catch her act at Yuk Yuk's, give the club a

call at 416-967-6425. Or call TicketMaster, 416-870-8000 (or

416-872-1111) to get tickets for the Laughing Matters benefit.
Or if you are interested in trying to keep up with Kate
Davis herself, visit her website at w_ww.funnynmrmny.com.




